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﻿  September 2026 Local Policy Tracking Report

 

September is another reminder of how much local government matters to real estate. With
municipal elections approaching and numerous Town and City Council seats on the ballot,
REALTORS® should know who is running and stay engaged in local decisions.

Rent control continues to emerge across Maine. Old Orchard Beach will vote on a citizen-
initiated proposal in June 2027, while a Bangor City Council candidate has announced plans to
pursue rent control. Meanwhile, Gorham has held its second workshop on the proposed sprinkler
ordinance amendments. 

Cape Elizabeth 
Town Center TIF District Amendments to be Reviewed, more info here 
Clerk Announces Official List of Municipal Candidates, more info here 
New Mixed-Use Project at Town Center Approved, more info here 
2 Town Council Seats Open, more info here 
Town Council Report Here
Cape Town Manager’s Report Here
Meeting and agenda here 

Cumberland
Election Information here
Latest Cumberland Crier here
Agenda Center here 

Falmouth 
Sign-up For Free Energy Coaching Session, more info here 
Latest Falmouth Newsletter here 
Calendar and agendas here

Freeport
Town Council Election

District 2 (1 seat): Steven Doran and James DeGrandpre
District 3 (1 seat): Matthew Pillsbury

https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R471.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R463.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R450.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R439.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R469.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R468.php
https://capeelizabethme.portal.civicclerk.com/?category_id=26
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/73
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-Cumberland-Crier-.html?soid=1101091009887&aid=gAsEL-NZUOU
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/AgendaCenter
https://www.falmouthme.org/1116/Home-Energy-Coaching
https://www.falmouthme.org/CivicSend/ViewMessage/message/299342
https://www.falmouthme.org/town-council-town-manager


At-Large (1 seat): Joanna Benoit
Town Manager’s Report 
The Town of Freeport offers an online permitting system, more info here
Visit the Town Council page
Calendar and agendas here 

Gorham 
Gorham planning board approves proposal for new Amazon facility, covered here by
WMTW
Gorham group hopes to pass moratorium to stop Amazon, covered here by Fox 23
52 condos proposed in Gorham, covered here by the PPH
Town Council agenda

Gray
The Town Council held a meeting on September 1 where they viewed a presentation from
the Town of Gray's Resiliency Committee about the proposed Water Quality Protection
Ordinance
Gray Town Council Adopts Temporary Moratorium on Large-Scale Data Centers

Gray Town Newsletter here
Agendas here

New Gloucester 
Election information here
Council meeting schedule here

North Yarmouth 
PUBLIC HEARING - Tuesday September 22, 2026 6:30pm

     York Ridge Phase 2, would consist of 35 house lots
PUBLIC HEARING - Tuesday October 6, 2026 - 6:30pm

     Ordinance & Maximums
Meeting and agenda here

Portland 
Portland on the top 10 list for high rents, covered here by the BDN
10 candidates to seek 3 Portland council seats, covered here by the PPH
Portland's new social housing task force presents recommendations, covered here by
WGME
Reveler, Avesta top off 201-unit affordable apartment complex in Portland
Forest Avenue Redesign Project Seeks Approval from S&T Committee, more information
here 
Landlords & tenants: Please note that the new allowable rent increase per the consumer
price index
new limit on non-owner occupied short-term rentals for 2027.

https://www.freeportmaine.com/DocumentCenter/View/4225/Town-Managers-Report-September-15-2026
https://www.freeportmaine.com/162/Codes-Enforcement?fbclid=IwY2xjawT74VxwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMTdLZWNPQVZuZ3ZJWDNvWXlzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeG7IxcazqYNfcmwhyITbM5JUhOncGFeBah0q373Ya0ciyaUYbll9JSpe-vsM_aem_3Mp2RlYO_8w2UctQbhoRFg
https://freeportmaine.com/269/Town-Council
https://www.freeportmaine.com/
https://www.wmtw.com/article/gorham-planning-board-approves-proposal-for-new-amazon-facility/73740688
https://www.wmtw.com/article/gorham-planning-board-approves-proposal-for-new-amazon-facility/73740688
https://fox23maine.com/news/local/gorham-group-hopes-to-pass-moratorium-that-would-stop-planned-amazon-facility-maine-economy-development
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/08/05/pair-of-condo-developments-proposed-in-gorham/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/08/05/pair-of-condo-developments-proposed-in-gorham/
https://www.gorham-me.org/node/49/agenda
https://www.graymaine.org/1341/Resiliency-Committee
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/News-About-Town---September-7--2026.html?soid=1141975433482&aid=iF7jkVwRHpc
https://towncloud.io/go/gray-me/
https://www.newgloucester.com/index.asp?SEC=0BE25955-7383-47BD-803B-1719F7B742A7&DE=208D936D-21A2-458A-B503-DFC3AB235060
https://www.newgloucester.com/index.asp?SEC=DD1AC7A3-C794-4D25-9BF4-FDDB3FB73CBE
https://www.northyarmouth.org/agendacenter
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/09/15/business/business-housing/portland-maine-tight-rental-market-joam40zk0w/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/07/27/10-candidates-to-seek-3-portland-council-seats/
https://wgme.com/news/local/portlands-new-social-housing-task-force-presents-recommendations
https://wgme.com/news/local/portlands-new-social-housing-task-force-presents-recommendations
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eNr2n2mmNHvkuoybHPHMnGc5p7.ydz4hFZt3XAjj_Ff0DYx
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/news-story?contentId=4e07d375-15f4-407d-95b3-d0677cf8e18f&seeMoreWidgetId=4ee645e8-6db4-405a-8d95-87d9d27f9749
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/news-story?contentId=4e07d375-15f4-407d-95b3-d0677cf8e18f&seeMoreWidgetId=4ee645e8-6db4-405a-8d95-87d9d27f9749
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/?contentId=7b5617f2-6f07-4ea5-b1d9-5622e665e2a7
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/?contentId=7b5617f2-6f07-4ea5-b1d9-5622e665e2a7
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/?contentId=7b5617f2-6f07-4ea5-b1d9-5622e665e2a7


Comments will be accepted through September 25th. Visit the Reimagining Franklin Street
website to find the plan, provide comments, and review background for the project
Take this quick community survey about the Portland Urban Forest Management Plan -
open until September 20, 2026.
Portland City Council Candidates Forum for the District 4 and 5 seats on October 14 at
The Light Church.
Director, Housing & Economic Development and Housing Program Specialist positions
available 
Meeting schedule here

Pownal 
Pownal Annual Town Report here
Meeting calendar here

Scarborough 
The Council created a new Tree Care Advisory Board
TOWN COUNCIL — 3 Seats

Isha Agarwal
Lawrence W. Cain — Current Councilor
Samuel J. Cofone
Sean P. Flaherty
Denise R. Hamilton
Jessica Sargent
Russell Wayne Werts

Election Information here
First Reading on Proposed Changes to Ordinance regarding Data Centers: October 15th
Deadline: Senior Property Tax Assistance
Candidates Night is September 22
Scarborough Newsletter here 
Town Council agendas. 
Planning Board agendas

South Portland 
Some South Portland residents seek a bigger park near Bug Light, covered here by the
PPH
SoPo planning board considers new housing on Broadway, covered here by News Center
City Council - 

District One (3 year term) Cater Scott (Incumbent)
District Two (3 year term) Ellen Clancy
City Council - District Five (3 year term) 

John Holman III
Elyse Tipton (Incumbent)

South Portland Newsletter here 

https://www.reimaginingfranklin.me/
https://www.reimaginingfranklin.me/
https://engage.zencity.io/portland/en-US/engagements/0fde0ea3-6a75-441a-828a-811f8d34cc37
https://engage.zencity.io/portland/en-US/projects/urban-forest-management-plan
https://deeringcenter.me/events-2-1/d4-d5-city-council-candidate-forum
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/executive-recruitment
https://selfservice.portlandmaine.gov/ess/EmploymentOpportunities/JobDetail.aspx?req=333&sreq=15&form=5000&desc=HOUSING%20PROGRAM%20SPECIALIST
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/
https://www.pownalmaine.org/vertical/sites/%7BE22E4F8E-90D9-49E3-A5FC-00AC79420AA6%7D/uploads/Becky_Taylor-Chase_-_2024_Annual_Report_TEXT__COVER_for_website.pdf
https://www.pownalmaine.org/index.asp?SEC=3F15E393-A0E7-4B0C-81D1-5DE11AD1E409
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/departments/town-clerk/elections
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/September-15--Council-Candidates--Climate-Action-Plan--Award-Recipient---More.html?soid=1102843860734&aid=-5dIqpQeGBk
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/government/town-council/council-meetings
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/government/boards-committees/planning-board
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/09/16/some-south-portland-residents-seek-a-bigger-park-near-bug-light/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/09/16/some-south-portland-residents-seek-a-bigger-park-near-bug-light/
https://www.newscentermaine.com/video/news/local/south-portland/sopo-planning-board-considers-new-housing-on-broadway/97-6f12defd-2f4e-4e28-bc91-93bd24b879e6
https://mailchi.mp/d01b3aed103a/newsletter-17998794


South Portland City Council and Planning Board agenda

Westbrook
Westbrook Election information 
Westbrook joins growing list of Maine municipalities enacting data center moratoriums, covered here
by News Center
Meeting and events calendar.

 Windham
Town of Windham to receive $80K Community Action Grant 
172-unit affordable housing development on the way - 36 Windham Village will open by the
end of the year, covered here by the PPH
Windham Committee Vacancies Here
Meeting calendar here.

Yarmouth
Yarmouth Town Council Appoints Audra Caler as Town Manager, more info here 
Royal River Dam updates/FAQs here
Building Moratorium Updates and FAQS here
Historic Preservation Committee and Zoning Amendments More Info Here
Yarmouth Tree Advisory Committee Tree Committee info here 
Yarmouth Planning Board More Info Here
Meeting calendar here

Other Local
Old Orchard Beach will have rent control on the June Ballot via citizens initiative 
Saco passes mobile home park rent ordinance - Spectrum News 
Mobile home group threatens to sue town over proposed rent control ordinance, covered by
News Center
How to report mobile home park problems in Maine, covered here by News Center
Standish enacts emergency mobile home park rent control ordinance, covered here by the
PPH
Bangor City Council Candidate Will push for rent control, covered here by the BDN

Other State/National
Candidates for Maine governor call for faster approval process to get more homes built
faster, covered here by Spectrum 
Why all Mainers should embrace housing projects | Opinion - Kennebec Journal
LD 1829/2173 which Towns need to implement by 7/1/27 (ie 5000 sf lot sizes, 4 units/lot,

subdivision change from 3-5 units, etc). 
LD 2173 here
LD 1829 here

Election Information 
State Election Info here 

https://southportland-gov.community.diligentoneplatform.com/Portal/
https://www.westbrookmaine.gov/181/Elections-Voting
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/westbrook/westbrook-joins-growing-list-of-maine-municipalities-enacting-data-center-moratoriums/97-10c714c1-89da-432b-87c9-62dfba7e9de1
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/westbrook/westbrook-joins-growing-list-of-maine-municipalities-enacting-data-center-moratoriums/97-10c714c1-89da-432b-87c9-62dfba7e9de1
https://www.westbrookmaine.com/calendar.aspx?
https://frontpage.thewindhameagle.com/2026/09/town-of-windham-to-receive-80k.html
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/07/06/172-unit-affordable-housing-development-on-the-way-in-windham/
https://www.windhammaine.us/376/Committee-Vacancies?fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFIMVByOU53SlVGRllFRjFDc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHgxcyoV4OTaG3sjLPkzFlpKJKAzyY97tNxUSwbffMvC0w5YjyxZX9rxTUSmB_aem_Ancwlr3m2hPmFHKwqPKU_g
https://windhamweb.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://yarmouth.me.us/_T17_R149.php
https://www.yarmouth.me.us/government/royal_river_section_206_study_faq.php
https://lnjyeqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAaT9lXrnPnGvPB_HSFZmFLr-XH-gOeSv-dtocDAFrvdykHWYzMwUdABB485M7A5YcZgJB788X4UEHzx7mHpUObNH9wtuqQ15mqU1qFAJtVk0MxzInLA3och0ma5vlEqhah4HTi1YRuD9Qd0PZ8Mbm8B2BgJUsaEQyiMs3iousQnB3qwnAdxLr1WQmkftx_DqchtC2n9l68xllaShZNQLrZVXNNiCXEcdySpHjscimkMg4gn1J3krw==&c=AZudow-Q4Ozazuzzs1RW10d80932aQcZ7SEbsZR9muAC8xszMXQC0w==&ch=L5J01j4D_kFn7VUIUXo2arVHbRx50B62J3vrO8Wl8rz5uGsbIqzd9Q==
https://yarmouth.me.us/government/boards_and_committees/historic_preservation_committee/index.php#outer-5634
https://yarmouth.me.us/government/boards_and_committees/tree_committee.php
https://www.yarmouth.me.us/government/boards_and_committees/planning_board/index.php#outer-5847sub-6457
https://yarmouth.me.us/calendar.php?view=month&month=07&day=01&year=2026
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/housing/2026/09/15/saco-passes-mobile-home-park-rent-ordinance
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/regional/the-maine-monitor/mobile-home-group-threatens-to-sue-town-over-proposed-rent-control-ordinance/97-9e4c98a6-01af-4d9c-b280-e3136dd9a82e?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_NEWS_CENTER_Maine&fbclid=IwY2xjawUGdbpwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAGJyaWQRMXlKR3E2aEFPd0hOYzNMVXJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEekyP4_Zg2XOFNozKPaI1wuvyo9qzt4xKqb7B9IyeYPu1Mey1jCKFdqiBYahQ_aem_nJRGvl6MFhgm2auVa5mNfQ
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/regional/the-maine-monitor/mobile-home-group-threatens-to-sue-town-over-proposed-rent-control-ordinance/97-9e4c98a6-01af-4d9c-b280-e3136dd9a82e?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_NEWS_CENTER_Maine&fbclid=IwY2xjawUGdbpwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAGJyaWQRMXlKR3E2aEFPd0hOYzNMVXJzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEekyP4_Zg2XOFNozKPaI1wuvyo9qzt4xKqb7B9IyeYPu1Mey1jCKFdqiBYahQ_aem_nJRGvl6MFhgm2auVa5mNfQ
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/regional/the-maine-monitor/how-to-report-mobile-home-park-problems-in-maine/97-3403eec6-e2b4-4330-8f4c-ea063bf3fc16
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/08/26/standish-enacts-emergency-mobile-home-park-rent-control-ordinance/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/08/26/standish-enacts-emergency-mobile-home-park-rent-control-ordinance/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/09/16/bangor/bangor-government/adam-baker-bangor-city-council-candidate-joam40zk0w/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/politics/2026/08/27/candidates-for-maine-governor-call-for-faster-approval-process-to-get-more-homes-built-faster
https://www.centralmaine.com/2026/08/26/why-all-mainers-should-embrace-housing-projects-opinion/
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1461&item=5&snum=132
https://legislature.maine.gov/backend/App/services/getDocument.aspx?documentId=120442
https://www.maine.gov/sos/elections-voting/upcoming-elections


State Candidate List here
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