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GPBR Legislative Updates

March 2026 Local Policy Tracking Report

Stay in the know on the local issues shaping our communities. Did you know some towns make it incredibly easy to
connect with councilors? In both Freeport and Falmouth, residents can meet monthly with town councilors over coffee and
conversation. It is a simple but powerful way to stay informed, build relationships, and have a voice in local decision-
making.

GPBR is also available to bring advocacy directly to your office, with presentations tailored for brokerage teams interested
in local issues, housing policy, and municipal trends.

If public service is on your radar, several towns currently have open council seats, including Falmouth, Cumberland, Gray,
New Gloucester, North Yarmouth, and Yarmouth.

Cape Elizabeth
* Blue Meadow condo development breaks ground in Cape Elizabeth, 18 unit condo dev covered here by Maine
Biz
* Cape Newsletter here
¢ Cape Town Council Report Here
¢ Cape Town Manager’s Report Here
¢ Meeting and agenda here

Cumberland
* Latest Cumberland Crier here
¢ Town Council: 1 At-Large seat & 1 Center seat, more info here
+ Agenda Center here

Falmouth
* Scittery Woods breaks ground-48 unit dev, covered here by WGME
e Two (2) people to the Town Council for three (3) year terms, more info here
* Coffee with Councilors
e Thursday, April 9, 12-1pm (Councilors Morton & Diaz)
* Wednesday, May 6, 6-7pm (Councilors Hach & Sharp)
¢ Latest Falmouth Newsletter here
* Calendar and agendas here

Freeport
* Freeport’s Village Corridor plan advances with tax-financing approval, 45 unit condo dev. covered here by Maine
Biz



https://mainebiz.biz/article/blue-meadow-condo-development-breaks-ground-in-cape-elizabeth/
https://mainebiz.biz/article/blue-meadow-condo-development-breaks-ground-in-cape-elizabeth/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MECAPEELIZABETH/bulletins/4043120
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R324.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R323.php
https://capeelizabethme.portal.civicclerk.com/?category_id=26
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-Cumberland-Crier-.html?soid=1101091009887&aid=_98i-l_uDpI
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/47
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/47
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/AgendaCenter
https://wgme.com/news/local/maine-housing-crisis-scittery-woods-townhome-project-breaks-ground-in-falmouth-to-boost-workforce-housing
https://www.falmouthme.org/m/newsflash/home/detail/68
https://www.falmouthme.org/CivicSend/ViewMessage/message/284398
https://www.falmouthme.org/town-council-town-manager
https://mainebiz.biz/article/freeports-village-corridor-plan-advances-with-tax-financing-approval/
https://mainebiz.biz/article/freeports-village-corridor-plan-advances-with-tax-financing-approval/

« Building Business: Innovative condo project slated for Freeport, covered here by Maine Biz
* Freeport Sewer District Asks Residents to Participate in Income Survey, more info here
+ Coffee with Councilors - Come discuss ideas and concerns with Town Council leadership the first Monday of every
month at 8 a.m.
 Visit the Town Council page
* New Comprehensive Plan adopted by the Council_here
¢ Calendar and agendas here

Gorham
¢ How safe is the Gorham battery farm?, covered here by the PPH
* Gorham to require a permit for leaving a home vacant, covered here by the PPH

¢ Fire Suppression Systems Ordinance Committee will continue to review and recommend changes to this
procedure as necessary - next meeting 4/13
* Town Council agenda

Gray
¢ Open positions include:
e Gray Town Councilors (two 3-year terms) https:/igraymaine.link/INomination-Papers
« Town of Gray Launches “No Gray Area: Just the Facts” Webpage to Combat Misinformation, more info here
* Village Transformation Project - More info here
+ Agendas here

New Gloucester
¢ Select Board Member - 1 position (3-year term), more info here
¢ Council meeting schedule here

North Yarmouth
e 2 seats for Select Board (3-year term), more info here
* Comprehensive Plan Proposed changes to Land Use here.
¢ Meeting and agenda here.

Portland

¢ Study finds Portland’s Inclusionary Zoning fee inhibits housing growth, covered here by Maine Biz

« Strimling: Portland's housing development is booming 5 years into tenant protections, covered here by the Maine
Beacon

¢ Together Portland Website here

* | ran the numbers on Portland's ‘workforce housing.' It's not pretty, covered here by the PPH

* Boutique hotel set for May debut on Portland waterfront, covered here by Maine Biz

+ Two City Center in downtown Portland sells for $4.7M, covered here by Maine Biz

¢ Portland’s Bayside parcels could transform city | Letter, covered here by the PPH

* Portland extends moratorium on proposed music hall additional 180 days, covered here by Maine Biz

¢ PILOT proposal risks weakening services Portland relies on | Opinion, covered here by the PPH - Postponed to
June 1

* What Salary Do | Need to Afford a House in Portland, Maine in 20267, covered here by Stacker

¢ Meeting schedule here

Pownal
« Pownal Annual Town Report here
 Meeting_calendar here

Scarborough


https://mainebiz.biz/article/building-business-innovative-condo-project-slated-for-freeport/
https://www.freeportmaine.com/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/147
https://freeportmaine.com/269/Town-Council
https://www.freeportmaine.com/DocumentCenter/View/3575/Freeport-Comprehensive-Plan-2025
https://www.freeportmaine.com/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/03/how-safe-is-the-gorham-battery-farm/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=How%20safe%20is%20the%20Gorham%20battery%20farm%3F&utm_campaign=Westbrook-Gorham%20Now%20ORIGINAL%20%28Copy%29&vgo_ee=BrV3jneytQDAEqctD6ugEZO4tFfEAdBcGIgB%2FELsxNRp2FmMrWT%2BPjtHZDQikjV6zD3rEQ%3D%3D%3AMXxTUJgBpO3AdFbtSBA2tpmjiABxTrF1
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/04/gorham-to-require-a-permit-for-leaving-a-home-vacant/
https://www.gorham-me.org/node/49/agenda
https://graymaine.link/Nomination-Papers?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT0lFYXdZZlc1aGJnZFJNcXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6pQSuLCRJ4d8pxP7wnk36qOyohqpCVGIKmcpc-bFQm4YEhfrDUgl_Rqc3Bbw_aem_nBu7myKI003mNQQngxkf7g
https://www.graymaine.org/1632/No-Gray-Area-Just-the-Facts
https://www.graymaine.org/1632/No-Gray-Area-Just-the-Facts
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8151361f1e864d3aa134e5bf07e0da55
https://towncloud.io/go/gray-me/
https://www.newgloucester.com/index.asp?SEC=0BE25955-7383-47BD-803B-1719F7B742A7&DE=8693EDCA-321B-43ED-84C4-C424627237CD
https://www.newgloucester.com/index.asp?SEC=DD1AC7A3-C794-4D25-9BF4-FDDB3FB73CBE
https://www.northyarmouth.org/home/news/are-you-ready-run-office-3
https://www.northyarmouth.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif1006/f/uploads/ny_planning_board_public_hearing_proposed_land_use_ordinance_amendments_final_version_for_town_meeting.pdf
https://www.northyarmouth.org/calendar/month/2024-03
https://mainebiz.biz/article/study-finds-portlands-inclusionary-zoning-fee-inhibits-housing-growth/
https://mainebeacon.com/strimling-the-business-community-was-wrong-portlands-housing-development-is-booming-5-years-into-rent-control/
https://mainebeacon.com/strimling-the-business-community-was-wrong-portlands-housing-development-is-booming-5-years-into-rent-control/
https://togetherportlandmaine.com/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/02/27/i-ran-the-numbers-on-portlands-workforce-housing-its-not-pretty-opinion/
https://mainebiz.biz/article/boutique-hotel-set-for-may-debut-on-portland-waterfront/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Maine%20businesses%20keeping%20an%20eye%20on%20gas%20prices&utm_campaign=MB%20Daily%20Report%20030626%20v2%20%28Copy%29
https://mainebiz.biz/article/two-city-center-in-downtown-portland-sells-for-4-7m/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Maine%20businesses%20keeping%20an%20eye%20on%20gas%20prices&utm_campaign=MB%20Daily%20Report%20030626%20v2%20%28Copy%29
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/07/portlands-bayside-parcels-could-transform-city-letter/
https://mainebiz.biz/article/portland-extends-moratorium-on-proposed-music-hall/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Portland%20extends%20moratorium%20on%20proposed%20music%20hall&utm_campaign=MB%20Daily%20Report%20022426%20Tuesday%20%28Copy%29
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/02/pilot-policy-risks-weakening-services-portland-residents-rely-on-opinion/
https://stacker.com/stories/maine/portlandme/what-salary-do-i-need-afford-house-portland-maine-2026
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/
https://www.pownalmaine.org/vertical/sites/%7BE22E4F8E-90D9-49E3-A5FC-00AC79420AA6%7D/uploads/Becky_Taylor-Chase_-_2024_Annual_Report_TEXT__COVER_for_website.pdf
https://www.pownalmaine.org/index.asp?SEC=3F15E393-A0E7-4B0C-81D1-5DE11AD1E409

* Developer pushes back on Scarborough’s increased housing fees - Fees for new single family home development
will jump from $5,570 to $11,391, covered here by Maine Biz

¢ Town of Scarborough Impact Fees information here

e Short term rentals were considered again at Ordinance Committee on March 5, 2026. View the staff
presentation from March 5, 2026. The Ordinance Committee voted to move an amended draft Chapter 1020 and
Chapter 405 as presented on to the full Council

¢ The Council created a hew Tree Care Advisory Board

e Scarborough Newsletter here

« Town Council agendas.

* Planning Board agendas

South Portland
« Multiple options for South Portland civic center project leaves an obvious one off the table | Column, covered here
by the PPH
e South Portland residents concerned about toxic chemicals from petroleum tanks, covered here by WGME
* Maine lawmaker says South Portland housing complex violated state ban on 'junk fees', covered here by WGME
¢ South Portland Newsletter here
¢ South Portland City Council and Planning Board agenda

Westbrook
¢ A 200-unit luxury apartment complex is under construction in Westbrook, covered here by Maine Biz
¢ Meeting and events calendatr.

Windham
¢ Windham Housing Needs Study here - To meet current and future demand, this study estimates Windham needs
approximately 1,200 new homes by 2030
¢ Meeting calendar here.

Yarmouth

+ Town Council: 3 three-year terms - due April 10th: More Info Here

e FY27 Municipal and School Budget Discussions: More Info Here

* 33 and 41 Collins Road Zoning Change Request: More Info Here

¢ Royal River Dam updates/FAQs here

¢ Building Moratorium Updates and FAQS here

¢ Zoning Amendments proposed re Historic Districts, Historic Sites, and Historic Projects: More Info Here
Yarmouth Tree Committee info here
* Meeting calendar here

Other Local

« Biddeford - Tenants Unions asking Council for more comprehensive rental registry

* Brunswick mobile home study reveals residents’ sticker shock, covered here by the PPH

¢ Former mill sites in East Millinocket, Lewiston and Lincoln will share $12M for redevelopment, covered here by
Maine Biz
Mobile Home Moratoriums

e Jay
¢ STR

¢ Lubec - Looking at a STR Ordinance, covered here by News Center

Other State/National
¢ The hidden barrier to solving Maine’s housing crisis - upgrading aging sewer system, covered here by the PPH
* Experts urge less regulation, more workers to ease housing shortage, covered here by Maine Biz
+ Unlocking Mortgage Access for Manufactured Homes in Maine, covered here by Pew
* Proposed data center ban would kill plans for old paper mill - The Maine Monitor



https://mainebiz.biz/article/developer-pushes-back-on-scarboroughs-increased-housing-fees/
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/stay-connected/municipal-projects/impact-fees
https://scarboroughmaine.community.diligentoneplatform.com/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=368
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/fs/resource-manager/view/f0f7bda3-1635-40f3-bbc8-b1787f118c92
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/fs/resource-manager/view/f0f7bda3-1635-40f3-bbc8-b1787f118c92
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/fs/resource-manager/view/1f97138e-8379-4aae-b5f2-b7cbba2468c7
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/March-1--Budget-Prep--Road-Work--Spring-Events---More.html?soid=1102843860734&aid=XW7d9KUt6y0
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/government/town-council/council-meetings
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/government/boards-committees/planning-board
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/04/multiple-options-for-south-portland-civic-center-project-leaves-an-obvious-one-off-the-table-column/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/04/multiple-options-for-south-portland-civic-center-project-leaves-an-obvious-one-off-the-table-column/
https://wgme.com/news/local/south-portland-residents-concerned-about-toxic-chemicals-from-petroleum-tanks-maine-environment-casco-bay
https://wgme.com/news/local/maine-housing-crisis-lawmaker-says-south-portland-complex-violated-state-ban-on-junk-fees-redbank-village
https://mailchi.mp/dfee0154c33c/newsletter-17995262
https://go.boarddocs.com/me/sport/Board.nsf/Public
https://mainebiz.biz/article/a-200-unit-luxury-apartment-complex-is-under-construction-in-westbrook/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=From%20boatyards%20to%20blizzards%2C%20here%20are%20this%20week%20s%20top%20stories&utm_campaign=MB%20Weekly%20Report%20022726%20%28Copy%29
https://www.westbrookmaine.com/calendar.aspx?
https://www.windhammaine.us/DocumentCenter/View/12190/Housing-Needs-Study
https://windhamweb.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://lnjyeqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAaT9lXrnPnGvPB_HSFZmFLr-XH-gOeSv-dtocDAFrvdykHWYzMwUe0AtEm-355kWI9lZ_Nz9NSB1FYyuwruc7AaLlxzFq5PHi-J2JWrhljz0XmbIzj6I3LesVFvxn6NiSS8bnVjjX8zKRvIgaP2VVBfR2nlO2XlcXrVtIaHt74=&c=AZudow-Q4Ozazuzzs1RW10d80932aQcZ7SEbsZR9muAC8xszMXQC0w==&ch=L5J01j4D_kFn7VUIUXo2arVHbRx50B62J3vrO8Wl8rz5uGsbIqzd9Q==
https://yarmouth.me.us/departments/budget___finance/budget.php
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/yarmouth/government/boards/planning%20board/2026/3-25-26/Planning%20Board%2003-25-2026%2011x17.pdf?t=202602270748170&t=202602270748170
https://www.yarmouth.me.us/government/royal_river_section_206_study_faq.php
https://lnjyeqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAaT9lXrnPnGvPB_HSFZmFLr-XH-gOeSv-dtocDAFrvdykHWYzMwUdABB485M7A5YcZgJB788X4UEHzx7mHpUObNH9wtuqQ15mqU1qFAJtVk0MxzInLA3och0ma5vlEqhah4HTi1YRuD9Qd0PZ8Mbm8B2BgJUsaEQyiMs3iousQnB3qwnAdxLr1WQmkftx_DqchtC2n9l68xllaShZNQLrZVXNNiCXEcdySpHjscimkMg4gn1J3krw==&c=AZudow-Q4Ozazuzzs1RW10d80932aQcZ7SEbsZR9muAC8xszMXQC0w==&ch=L5J01j4D_kFn7VUIUXo2arVHbRx50B62J3vrO8Wl8rz5uGsbIqzd9Q==
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/yarmouth/government/boards/planning%20board/2026/2-25-26/PB%20Workshop%202%20Memo%201-30-26.pdf?t=202602270945010&t=202602270945010
https://www.yarmouth.me.us/
https://yarmouth.me.us/calendar.php?view=month&month=03&day=01&year=2024
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/04/brunswick-mobile-home-study-reveals-residents-sticker-shock/?utm_campaign=newbot-pressherald.com_combined&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwY2xjawQncz5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFFaDFrbzRvT2E2eWcyTTh6c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqmjbrduM0p7GHUIgZQsMx7naKca8IgKmednadhU1F2NqRprwuoOlwYAyDpE_aem_6V_PWc6-ARERi_pFE-6eew
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eJz1nIimND3lusybHPFMnGb6H_.0NN4hFZt3Hyjjd_f0DYx
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eJz1nIimND3lusybHPFMnGb6H_.0NN4hFZt3Hyjjd_f0DYx
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/regional/the-maine-monitor/lubec-will-explore-short-term-rental-ordinance/97-37f809a5-e772-4216-98e7-988b1dbd4406
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/03/04/the-hidden-barrier-to-solving-maines-housing-crisis/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTzl6eWNCNHgwZTFZbDBGcnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7tFJo2E2_wp7kjwFj7IwtwBpijJPGRrGW-Dg5RjjDQHwKgOlwrzeTUkN1Bow_aem_0BXAcaNel2hGpgqKHliQmg
https://mainebiz.biz/article/experts-urge-less-regulation-more-workers-to-ease-housing-shortage/
https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/fact-sheets/2026/03/unlocking-mortgage-access-for-manufactured-homes-in-maine
https://themainemonitor.org/proposed-data-center-ban-kill-jay-mill-plans/
https://themainemonitor.org/proposed-data-center-ban-kill-jay-mill-plans/

* 2026 Housing Legislation Technical Assistance Informational Sessions, more info here

* ‘Buy America’ rule killing Maine affordable housing, developers say, covered here by the PPH

* Maine's housing inventory plummeted 50% in recent years, covered here by Maine Public

* Maine could help convert empty schools into housing. But it's tricky, covered here by the Maine Monitor

« Habitat for Humanity scales up efforts to bring affordable housing to Sanford, covered here by WGME

* Thousands of Mainers are on the verge of losing their affordable apartments, covered here by the BDN

* There are fewer vacant houses in Maine, but it's not helping homebuyers, covered here by the BDN

* Mainers to lawmakers: Fund housing protection by taxing the richest Maine residents, covered here by the Maine
Beacon

+ Taxation committee to consider making Maine low-income housing tax credit permanent, covered here by
Newscenter

* There is more Maine can do to fix its housing crisis, Janet Mills says, covered here by the BDN

* Nearly half of Maine renters are spending too much on housing, covered here by the BDN

+ Housing for seniors, students and workers is focus of $25M in federal funding,_covered here by Maine Biz

« Dispelling myths, the Providence City Council continues to advance rent stabilization, covered here by Steve
Alquist News

* Maine Revenue Services Updates Guidance for Living Quarters Rentals, covered here by Bloomberg

Ongoing:
« Building an Accessory Dwelling Unit is easier than ever in Maine, covered here by the PPH
¢ Maine ADU Guide here
¢ Maine ADU Summit & Expo 5/15, more info here
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