
 

GPBR Legislative Updates ﻿

﻿  June 2026 Local Policy Tracking Report

 

The June primary elections are behind us, and the results have set the stage for an active election season. November's

gubernatorial election will feature a three-way race between Pingree, Bennett, and Charles. Unlike primary elections,

Maine does not use ranked-choice voting in the general election for governor.

Across the Greater Portland Board’s 15 communities, every municipality approved its school budget validation

referendum except North Yarmouth, where voters rejected the budget by a vote of 922 to 857. Because North Yarmouth is

part of MSAD 51 along with Cumberland, the budget received district-wide approval, passing by a cumulative vote of

2,857 to 2,676.

For more information regarding election results - Cumberland county election results here.

Cape Elizabeth 
Cape Land Trust expansion: Added 15 to existing 325 acres (David Forest) 

Solar project approved: Installation on capped landfill behind transfer station
Blue Meadow condo development breaks ground in Cape Elizabeth, 18 unit condo dev covered here by Maine
Biz
Town Council Report Here
Cape Town Manager’s Report Here
Cape Election Results Here
Meeting and agenda here 

     Cumberland
Latest Cumberland Crier here
Cumberland Election results here
Agenda Center here 

Falmouth 
A 48-unit townhome development aimed at expanding workforce housing is officially underway in Falmouth,
covered here by WGME

Scittery Woods Info Here
Sign-up For Free Energy Coaching Session, more info here 
Latest Falmouth Newsletter here 
Falmouth Election results here
Calendar and agendas here

Freeport
Second housing development for downtown Freeport breaks ground - Mainebiz 

https://www.wmtw.com/article/cumberland-county-maine-2026-primary-election-results/71528559#cumberland
https://mainebiz.biz/article/blue-meadow-condo-development-breaks-ground-in-cape-elizabeth/
https://mainebiz.biz/article/blue-meadow-condo-development-breaks-ground-in-cape-elizabeth/
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R367.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R369.php
https://www.capeelizabeth.gov/news_detail_T6_R396.php
https://capeelizabethme.portal.civicclerk.com/?category_id=26
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-Cumberland-Crier-.html?soid=1101091009887&aid=_98i-l_uDpI
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2217/June-9-2026-PDF
https://www.townofcumberlandmaine.gov/AgendaCenter
https://wgme.com/news/local/maine-housing-crisis-scittery-woods-townhome-project-breaks-ground-in-falmouth-to-boost-workforce-housing
https://scitterywoodstownhomes.com/
https://www.falmouthme.org/1116/Home-Energy-Coaching
https://www.falmouthme.org/CivicSend/ViewMessage/message/289609
https://me-falmouth.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/2148/Unofficial-Election-Results-June-9-2026-State-Primary--Municipal-Election-PDF
https://www.falmouthme.org/town-council-town-manager
https://mainebiz.biz/article/second-housing-development-for-downtown-freeport-breaks-ground/


Freeport Sewer District breaks ground on $20M upgrade, covered here by Maine Biz
Coffee with Councilors - Come discuss ideas and concerns with Town Council leadership the first Monday of every
month at 8 a.m.

Visit the Town Council page
Freeport Election results here
Calendar and agendas here 

Gorham 
Portland Press Herald - Maine Sunday TelegramFirst phases of Gorham housing development approved
Troiano Properties to begin the first 2 phases of the project, totaling 97 residential units.
Gorham Election results here 
Town Council agenda

Gray
Town of Gray Launches “No Gray Area: Just the Facts” Webpage to Combat Misinformation, more info here
Village Transformation Project - More info here
Gray Town Newsletter here
Gray Election results here 
Agendas here

New Gloucester 
Council meeting schedule here
New Gloucester Election results here 

North Yarmouth 
Comprehensive Plan Proposed changes to Land Use here
North Yarmouth Election results here 
Meeting and agenda here

Portland 

Portland taxpayers to bear 5.7% increase after council approves municipal budget 
Portland is taking a careful approach to tweaking its inclusionary zoning rules 
Thwarted music hall developer sues Portland over ‘intentional bias’
Portland 'housing first' project approved for former Tortilla Flat site  
Another Portland housing project put on hold as city weighs fee changes
Portland considers seven-story building with tiny apartments - YouTube 
Strimling: Inclusionary Zoning works in Portland. Obviously, developers want to kill it. - Maine Beacon 
Portland realtors warn rent control is squeezing landlords - WGME 
Avesta proposes affordable apartment building in Portland - Mainebiz 
Another Portland housing project put on hold as city weighs fee changes - Mainebiz 
Kate Sykes District 5 Newsletter: https://katesykes.com/
Portland Election results here
Meeting schedule here

Pownal 
Pownal Annual Town Report here
Pownal Election results here 

Meeting calendar here

Scarborough 
Off to the races: Downs town center enters next phase in Scarborough
The Council created a new Tree Care Advisory Board
Scarborough Newsletter here 

https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eJ01nApmNHuk-c0bHPHMnGb7pz6z_v4hFZt3HAjkNZf0DYx
https://freeportmaine.com/269/Town-Council
https://www.freeportmaine.com/231/Elections-Voter-Registration-Services
https://www.freeportmaine.com/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/06/03/first-phases-of-gorham-housing-development-approved/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/06/03/first-phases-of-gorham-housing-development-approved/
https://www.gorhammaine.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif4456/f/uploads/election_results_06-09-26_autorecovered.pdf
https://www.gorham-me.org/node/49/agenda
https://www.graymaine.org/1632/No-Gray-Area-Just-the-Facts
https://www.graymaine.org/1632/No-Gray-Area-Just-the-Facts
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8151361f1e864d3aa134e5bf07e0da55
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/News-About-Town---June-1--2026.html?soid=1141975433482&aid=fw7cMBo9Avg
https://www.graymaine.org/DocumentCenter/View/1399/Certified-Election-Results_June-2026?bidId=
https://towncloud.io/go/gray-me/
https://www.newgloucester.com/index.asp?SEC=DD1AC7A3-C794-4D25-9BF4-FDDB3FB73CBE
https://www.newgloucester.com/elections
https://www.northyarmouth.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif1006/f/uploads/ny_planning_board_public_hearing_proposed_land_use_ordinance_amendments_final_version_for_town_meeting.pdf
https://www.northyarmouth.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif1006/f/pages/6-9-2026_return_of_votes_cast_3_elections_v2.pdf
https://www.northyarmouth.org/calendar/month/2024-03
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/news/2026/06/02/portland-taxpayers-to-bear-5-7--increase-after-council-approves-municipal-budget
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/06/05/portland-is-taking-a-careful-approach-to-tweaking-its-inclusionary-zoning-rules/
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eJ0236kmNHuluk1bHPFMnGb7pN.0NB4hFZt3HMmitBf0DYx
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/06/26/portland-housing-first-project-approved-for-former-tortilla-flat-site/
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDDVnWh5HGq_Q-8W.hs1XyhuNLvjPkxkHbDIXGd6aGt_Ey.1eJ03H-hmNHvjecybHPFMnGb7pV6yd74hFZt3HQiitFf0DYx
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eJ023yomNHulug1bHPHMnGb7pN9zNN4hFZt3HMlitRf0DYx
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ZFZ_ORZamuQ
https://mainebeacon.com/strimling-inclusionary-zoning-worked-in-portland-obviously-developers-want-to-kill-it/
https://wgme.com/news/local/portland-realtors-warn-rent-control-is-squeezing-landlords
https://mainebiz.biz/article/avesta-proposes-affordable-apartment-building-in-portland/
https://mainebiz.biz/article/another-portland-housing-project-put-on-hold-as-city-weighs-fee-changes/
https://katesykes.com/
https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/me-portland/7a508c5b-67a5-4630-b5ba-85866a457fd6
https://www.portlandmaine.gov/
https://www.pownalmaine.org/vertical/sites/%7BE22E4F8E-90D9-49E3-A5FC-00AC79420AA6%7D/uploads/Becky_Taylor-Chase_-_2024_Annual_Report_TEXT__COVER_for_website.pdf
https://www.pownalmaine.org/index.asp?SEC=0B5EC261-AE2B-49C7-80C1-2F6FC059EA2E&DE=EAB65124-00CC-4704-86EC-7F46175EC961
https://www.pownalmaine.org/index.asp?SEC=3F15E393-A0E7-4B0C-81D1-5DE11AD1E409
https://newenglandbusinessmedia.acemlna.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDIIaPKEHN9zQ~IhOBx3KEovgEjw-s0k5jGJ3jMEp38_Uy.1eJ03XyimNHvjes1bHPHMnGb75z9zNF4hFZt3HQmjdNf0DYx
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/June-15--Election-Results--Trash-Collection-Change--Skate-Park-Meeting----More.html?soid=1102843860734&aid=bgcgYKU2p-o


Town Council agendas. 

Planning Board agendas

South Portland 
South Portland considers adding workforce housing 
3 easy ways to connect with the City Council
South Portland Newsletter here 
South Portland Election results here
South Portland City Council and Planning Board agenda

Westbrook
Potential residential development in Westbrook could bring over 300 
Westbrook joins growing list of Maine municipalities enacting data center moratoriums, covered here by
News Center
Information regarding the Municipal School Budget for FY2027 may be found at the Westbrook School
Department Website
Westbrook Election results here 
Meeting and events calendar.

 Windham
Windham Housing Needs Study here - To meet current and future demand, this study estimates Windham needs

approximately 1,200 new homes by 2030
Windham Newsletter Here 
Windham Election results here 
Meeting calendar here.

Yarmouth
33 and 41 Collins Road Zoning Change Request: More Info Here
Royal River Dam updates/FAQs here
Building Moratorium Updates and FAQS here
Zoning Amendments proposed re Historic Districts, Historic Sites, and Historic Projects: More Info Here
Yarmouth Tree Committee info here 
Yarmouth Election results here 
Meeting calendar here

Other Local
Biddeford mobile home park residents ask city to pass rent control ordinance - WGME 
Brunswick becomes 6th Maine town to adopt rent stabilization for mobile home parks 
Why can’t Maine towns and cities hold on to their managers? Covered here by the PPH 
Auburn councilors discuss capping trailer park lot rent increases at 5% - Sun Journal 
Kittery eyes green zoning after 900-unit housing plan failed - PressReader 

Other State/National
Maine’s property tax revolt collides with reality of rising school budgets, covered here by the BDN
This metric is considered affordable housing's magic number. It's also flawed. 
USDA highlights Mainers who have bought homes under program that has drawn scrutiny 
New HUD guidelines call for nixing green building requirements | Planetizen News 
Home prices in once-affordable Maine have doubled in a decade — shutting out locals 
House Overwhelmingly Passes Bill to Bar Institutional Investors from Buying Single-Family ... 
New VA program launches to help veterans avoid foreclosure on their homes - WMTW 
More ADUs were built in Maine last year than expected - Kennebec Journal 
ADUs accounted for 9% of new Maine building permits in 2025 | Planetizen News

https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/government/town-council/council-meetings
https://www.scarboroughmaine.org/government/boards-committees/planning-board
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/06/03/south-portland-could-add-workforce-housing/
https://southportland.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/502
https://mailchi.mp/0d866ba2d43b/newsletter-17995756
https://mailchi.mp/b14bc1675d6a/newsletter-17997130
https://www.southportland.gov/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/493
https://go.boarddocs.com/me/sport/Board.nsf/Public
https://www.wmtw.com/article/potential-development-in-westbrook-could-bring-over-300-homes-along-stroudwater-st/71224342
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/westbrook/westbrook-joins-growing-list-of-maine-municipalities-enacting-data-center-moratoriums/97-10c714c1-89da-432b-87c9-62dfba7e9de1
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/westbrook/westbrook-joins-growing-list-of-maine-municipalities-enacting-data-center-moratoriums/97-10c714c1-89da-432b-87c9-62dfba7e9de1
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/westbrook/westbrook-joins-growing-list-of-maine-municipalities-enacting-data-center-moratoriums/97-10c714c1-89da-432b-87c9-62dfba7e9de1
https://www.westbrookschools.org/o/wsd/page/fy-2027-budget-information
https://www.westbrookschools.org/o/wsd/page/fy-2027-budget-information
https://www.westbrookmaine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6088/Amended-Official-Election-Results---20260609?bidId=
https://www.westbrookmaine.com/calendar.aspx?
https://www.windhammaine.us/DocumentCenter/View/12190/Housing-Needs-Study
https://www.windhammaine.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/290
https://www.windhammaine.us/DocumentCenter/View/12522/Election-Results-June-9_2026
https://windhamweb.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/yarmouth/government/boards/planning%20board/2026/3-25-26/Planning%20Board%2003-25-2026%2011x17.pdf?t=202602270748170&t=202602270748170
https://www.yarmouth.me.us/government/royal_river_section_206_study_faq.php
https://lnjyeqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DAaT9lXrnPnGvPB_HSFZmFLr-XH-gOeSv-dtocDAFrvdykHWYzMwUdABB485M7A5YcZgJB788X4UEHzx7mHpUObNH9wtuqQ15mqU1qFAJtVk0MxzInLA3och0ma5vlEqhah4HTi1YRuD9Qd0PZ8Mbm8B2BgJUsaEQyiMs3iousQnB3qwnAdxLr1WQmkftx_DqchtC2n9l68xllaShZNQLrZVXNNiCXEcdySpHjscimkMg4gn1J3krw==&c=AZudow-Q4Ozazuzzs1RW10d80932aQcZ7SEbsZR9muAC8xszMXQC0w==&ch=L5J01j4D_kFn7VUIUXo2arVHbRx50B62J3vrO8Wl8rz5uGsbIqzd9Q==
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/yarmouth/government/boards/planning%20board/2026/2-25-26/PB%20Workshop%202%20Memo%201-30-26.pdf?t=202602270945010&t=202602270945010
https://www.yarmouth.me.us/
https://yarmouth.me.us/_T17_R115.php
https://yarmouth.me.us/calendar.php?view=month&month=03&day=01&year=2024
https://wgme.com/news/local/maine-housing-crisis-biddeford-mobile-home-park-residents-ask-city-to-pass-rent-control-ordinance
https://wgme.com/news/local/maine-housing-crisis-brunswick-becomes-sixth-maine-town-to-adopt-rent-stabilization-for-mobile-home-parks
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/05/31/why-cant-maine-towns-and-cities-hold-on-to-their-managers/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Town%20managers;%20Suburb%20populations;%20Grads%20vs%20%20job%20market&utm_campaign=PH%20Daily%20Headlines%20w/FEEDS%20%28SUNDAY%29%20%28Copy%29&vgo_ee=gCre7Ey4O+fqydy8HKlRa1knrdULEWOPfs+wUGo=:OsD857KDIuuKRwzdyE8GInOjl5KE0C0a
https://www.sunjournal.com/2026/06/16/auburn-councilors-discuss-capping-trailer-park-lot-rent-increases-at-5/
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/portsmouth-herald/20260510/281530822646184
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/06/15/politics/elections/maine-property-tax-revolt-collides-rising-school-budgets-joam40zk0w/
https://www.pressherald.com/2026/06/09/this-metric-is-considered-affordable-housings-magic-number-its-also-flawed/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/06/08/aroostook/aroostook-housing/usda-highlights-section-502-loans-maine/
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2026/05/137648-new-hud-guidelines-call-nixing-green-building-requirements?amp
https://nypost.com/2026/06/01/real-estate/home-prices-in-maine-have-doubled-in-a-decade/
https://www.themainewire.com/2026/05/house-overwhelmingly-passes-bill-to-bar-institutional-investors-from-buying-single-family-homes-with-bipartisan-support/
https://www.wmtw.com/article/va-partial-claim-program-veterans-foreclosure/71605945
https://www.centralmaine.com/2026/05/20/more-adus-were-built-in-maine-last-year-than-expected/
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2026/05/137617-adus-accounted-9-new-maine-building-permits-2025
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